
WBR 1452.201-80 Authorities and Limitations.
As prescribed in WBR 1401.670-81, insert the following clause:

AUTHORITIES AND LIMITATIONS -- BUREAU OF RECLAMATION (JUL 1993)
(a) All work shall be performed under the authority exercised by the Contracting Officer who

has been appointed in accordance with the requirements of the Department of the Interior Acquisition
Regulation (DIAR) 1401.603 (48 CFR 1401.603).

(b) The Contracting Officer may designate other Government employees to act as authorized
representatives in administering this contract in accordance with the requirements of DIAR 1401.670
(48 CFR 1401.670).  Any designation shall be made to the authorized representative by an appointment
memorandum signed by the Contracting Officer which contains the scope and limitations of authority
delegated for purposes of administering this contract.  A copy of the memorandum, and any revisions
to it, shall be provided to the Contractor which shall acknowledge receipt.

(c) The Contractor shall, without unnecessary delay, comply with any written or oral direction
of the contracting officer or authorized representative(s) acting within the scope and authority of their
appointment memorandum.  Such orders or direction include, but are not limited to, instructions,
interpretations, approvals, or rejections associated with work under this contract including requirements
for submission of technical data, shop drawings, samples, literature, plans, or other data required to be
approved by the Government under this contract.

(d)(1) If the Contractor receives direction for work under this contract (including any written or
oral orders it regards as a change order under the Changes clause of this contract) and it considers such
direction to have been issued without proper authority (including instances where it believes delegated
authority has been exceeded), it shall not proceed with the direction and shall notify the Contracting
Officer within five (5) working days of receipt of the direction.  On the basis of the most accurate
information available to the Contractor, the notice shall state--

(i) The date, nature, and circumstances of the direction received;
(ii) The name, function, and activity of each Government individual and Contractor

official or employee involved in or knowledgeable about such direction;
(iii) The identification of any documents and the substance of any oral communication

involved in such direction; 
(iv) The contract line items or other contract requirements that may be affected by the

alleged direction including any suspected delays or disruption of performance; and
(v) Any other information considered pertinent.
(2) Unless otherwise provided in this contract, the Contractor assumes all costs, risks,

liabilities, and consequences of performing any work it is directed to perform under this
paragraph prior to receipt of the Contracting Officer's determination issued under paragraph (e)
of this clause.
(e) The Contracting Officer shall promptly, after receipt of any notice made under paragraph

(d) of this clause, respond to the notice in writing.  The response shall --
(1) Confirm that the direction contained in the Contractor's notice was unauthorized

and either authorize it by appropriate contract modification or countermand it;
(2) Deny that the direction contained in the Contractor's notice was outside the scope

and limitations of the authority of the authorized representative who gave the direction and
direct the Contractor to proceed immediately with the direction received or, when necessary,
direct the mode of further performance; or

(3) In the event the information contained in the Contractor's notice is inadequate to
make a decision under subparagraphs (e)(1) or (2) of this clause, advise the Contractor what
additional information is required, and establish the date by which it should be furnished and
the date thereafter by which the Government will respond.
(f) A failure of the parties to agree upon the nature of a direction, or upon the contract action to



be taken with respect thereto, shall be subject to the provisions of the Disputes clause of this contract. 
(End of clause)


